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Againſt Biſhops holding their Of- 
fice, Fure Divino from God, 


Irt,Chriſt hath forbidden his 4po/2/e5,and 
inchem all Miniſters and Biſhops, ro 
exerciſe jariſdiFion, z as is proved in my 
book of Defence of the Kings Suprema- 
cy 3 and as yon may readin Air, 20,25, 

. 26, and 1. Pet,5,2,3, 

2, Ifa Biſhop exerciſe jariſdifFion, as he doth in his 
Couſiſtory, then he uſurpeth the Magiſtrates authority ; 
which 1s contrary to the will of God : as 1s proved in my 
book of the Kings Supremacy, ; 

3, Whilt a Biſhoprakeupon him theOffceof jriſartt7o;; 
in hisCo{/fory, and ſummoneth and cenſureth any Ma- 
viftrate, he makes himſelf a Pope or an Aztichri/?3 for 
he exalts himſelf above the Magiſtrate, 2. Theſ.2. 4, who 
iscalled God, Pſa, $2.6, which is a brand of Amtichrift. 

* 4. It is againſt our publike Oath and Covenant,tco main» 

tain Biſhops ;-and will Biſhops be ſo wicked 1s to force 

us to be forſworn, by compelling us to ſabjeQion un» 


to then, and their juriſdiftion ? : 
- A 2 5 Biſhops 


(2) 

5 Biſhops cannot prove by the Scriptare, that Chriſt 
bath left them any juriſdiion;and for them to prove it 
- by humaneRecords tohare been very ancient.1500,years 
as they lay - this is no Divine anthority, or no berter 
then Apocriphal Scripuure 3 which are not admitted to 
proveanry point of Divinity, or no better thenan Ordi- 
nance of Men, for a tradition received from ovr Fatherse 
the Church or fifteen hundred yeares, of which were the 
Churches of the Pope for many hundred yeares : now 
Chriſt reproves the Fcribes and Phariſees, for walking at- 
ter the tradi:ion of the Fathers or Elders, Mark,7.2, 3, 
447,8. and St, Pay/warnes us to beware of the traditi- 
ons of Men, which are rot after Chriſt, Cs/,2,8, and ſuch 
are the traditions of Biſhops; for they can plead no an- 
thority from Chriſt, bur from Men, 

Ard further what Scripture have they forArctbiſhops, 
Deane*, Chapters, Presbends, &c, Its not meet to 
have ſo many, and ſo great Offices, and Officers in the 
Church, which were never appointed by Chriſt, 

6.1f a Biſhop take upon him theOffice of Ruling,he muſt 
_- his c flice of Preaching 3 as ſhall be proved by 
and by, 

T1 "if a Biſhop ſhall exerciſe juriſdiction, he ſhall 
| hold rwo Offices,which are #xconftent;the one defiroy- 
ing the other ; as ſhall be proved by and by in my next 

poinr, | 

8. Being the Magilirate puniſherh all crimes, both in 
Lajety and Clergy, it is meerly ſuperfluous for a Biſhop 
to exerciſe juriſgi tion; as ſhall beproved by and by. 

9. Being the Magiſirate puniſheth all crimes, with a 
fulland ſ«ffic:cat puniſhment, it is unjuſt for a Biſhop to 
puniſh alſo; as ſhall be proved by and by, 

10,A Biſhop willbe a Magiſtrate in and 'of the Church 
and exerciſe juriſdi&tion, andyert hath bur one kinde of 
puniſhment, as that of Excommunication for a// fins 
ereater and lefler;butone Laſt for every foor;which is roo 
great for ſome, and too little for others ; as ſhall be pro- 
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11 Ifa Ziſhop exerciſes juriſdi&ion, he will be ex- | 
ceedivgly partiall and unjult,puniſhing two or three fins, | 4 
letting all other go icotfree. &c. : | 

x2 A Ziſhop exerching juriſdiction , doth nſurp the 
Office of the Magiſtrate, as is proved in my book of the f | 
Kings Perogarive 3 and he doth deveſt ard rob the King [{ 
ofhis Supremacy 3 as is proved inthe ſame book. ' { 

13, Men fay Biſhops have a Commiſſion from the 
King. Bur how can this be ? for they own not the Kings 
Authority, havivg an bigher Commiſſion from God : If 'ÞB 
their juriſdiction be Fs Divinum of God, then it is Nor \F 
jus Humanum of the King: Now Biſhops do not own I 
Jus Humanum 3; if then their office be not of the King, how 
can hegive aCommiſſion to that thing wherein he hath 
no right? a man cannetgivean houſe or land, unleſs he 
firft bavea right himſelte in them, 


Againſt Biſhops holding their Office juxe Humano from the 
7: King, and if they relinq :iſht heir jus Divinnm, a= derive 
| their Authority from the King, then quere if it be not more ; 4 
| ſafe to put juriſdiftion into the hands of the Magiſtrate, { 
then of the Biſhops : for this, 


It, if the King wou!d give the O flice of juridiftion 
unto a Biſhop, yet he may not take and exerciſe it , 
becauſe Chriſt hath forbidden it, Mat. 20 25: ard 1 Pet; 
ſ 5 3- Andſurther in my book for the Kings Supremacy, 
' Ihaveproved by many arguments, that juriſdiction be- 
longs to the Magiſtrate, butnone to a Biſhop or Miniſter ; 
wherefore it is Lawfull in a Magiſtrate, but finfull in a 
Biſhoptouſe juriſdiction, 

2 Ifa Biſhop wou!d derive his Authority from the 
King, yer itis againſt our publick Oath and Covenant to 
maintain Biſhops 3 and will Fiſhops be (a wicked, as to 
force us to be forſworne, by compelling us unto ſubjecti- 
on unto then, and to their juriſdiction. What a dread- 
full account ſhall Biſhops have to make to God, _ 

or 


EO +>. - _ 


| 4 

for /acre,gainty and hononrgwill torce many thonſands to 
live inthe fin of perjury,allcheirlives long # Is it nor bet- 
ter.then for the King and Parliament to pur alljuriſdiction 
into the hands of the Magiſtrate, whom we can cheerfu!- 
ly and with a quiet conſcience obey, then into the hands 
ofa Biſhop: whom we cannot obey with agood conlci- 
ence: 

3 If a Biſhop rake upon bim the Office of juriſdiction 
from the K.chen he makes himſelta Pope or Antichrittzor 
by ſummoning & cenſuring anyMagiſtrate in his Conſfito- 
ry, he exalts himieltabove one that 15 called God, 2 The. 
2 4.PÞſ.8 26. Now It is better comake the Kiog a Ruler 
over the Church, and the Magiſtrate under him, chen to 
make the 51ſhop a Pope. i oyers 

4 Ifa Biſhop take upon him the Office of jariſdition 
from the King, then he mult diſclaime and renounce his 
former Title and Office of jus Djviz+yz,and alſo his righr 
£o Sc Peters Keies, with all other Scriptares, alleaged co 
prove their Divine right to a Biſhoprick; and mult be 
content with an humane right from the King. 

To hold their Commiſſion trom God, and the Kinz 
both ; asto (ay, it is of God, and by the King, this can» 
not be1 for 1: To hold their Commiſſion from God, it is 
falſe Divinity, as is proved in my book of the Kings Sn- 
premacy * and farther I ſay,Biſhopscannor prove by che 
Scripture that their Office of juriſdiftion is of God as 
(hall appear by 8 by.2 Icis againſt the Honor of theKjng, 
by denying his Supremacy, as is proved in my books 3 If 
they hold aCommiſhon from God & theK, both, then the 
Kings Commiſſion mu be the inferiour Commiſſion - for 
their Conmn{fon from God is higher then their Commil- 
fion which they have from the King: now it cannot Rand 
with the Honour of the King and his Supremacy,co make 
his Comnifſinn an inferionr Commiſſion, « for how 
then can 'he be Supertour or next, under Chriſt ? 
Sapremicy donbcleſs goes with the. higher Commiſhon 
not with the lower: 4 If they hold from God and rhe 
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King bothyyet they hold two Offices,of Preaching and Ruling 
which areinconiiltent,the one defiroying the other; and that 
of Ruling is, 1 Superfluous, 2 Unzuli, 3 Exceediogly Partj- 
all, 4 1he Siſhop mult lay aide his Office of Preaching ; all 
which ſhall be proved by and by. | 
5 Ifa Biſhoptake a Commifſhon from the King,to exerciſe 

juriſdiction, though he was Ordained a Minifter to Preach, 
yet he muſt lay afids, and renounce bis Ordination, and Office 
of Preaching, thar he may fo attend co his Office of Ruling 3 
for Queen Elizabeth (aid, that whenſhe went about to make 
a Biſhop, ſhe was going toftopa Preachers mouth, and our 
experience tor fifty or hxty yeares conhrmes 1t ; for they Prea- 
| Ched not above one, two, or three Sermons in an year, and 
ſome: imes not once in ayear. And indeed, thele two Offices 
to Preach and coRule are inconhiltent,and cannot be well ma- 
paged by any one man. as ſhall appear by and by. 

6 Yea the Biſhop muſt not only lay alide bis Office of Prea» 
ching ; bnt I ſay further,thar his Office of Preachingis meer! 
ſuperfinous,to Preach as a Biſhop of a Dioceſs,if he mould be 
a preacher to a particular Congregation, there might be good 
uſe of him, but none as a Biſhop : for x Hebath no particular 
flackfto feed, or Congregation to preach unto : for every 
Congregation hath a Miniſter of their own to Preach unto 
them ;- nor is it poſſible for him to Preach to every Pariſh in 
his Dioceſs. 2 If he will make his Cathedra]l Church to be his 


particular flock,yet thete his preaching 1s alſo ſuperfluous: For ' 


firft, Carhedral Churches are in Cities: Now'tn Cities there 
_ are many Parifhesand Miniſters z and if people repaire every 
onero hisown Minifter, what need 1s there but of one Ser- 
mon ins day, ac the Cathedrall? 2 The Cathedrall, is ſup- 
plyed for a ſingle Sermon, once in the Sunday Morning, not 
| by. the Biſhop, burby a Combination- of Miniſters, choſen 
ont of the Dioceſs: and foir may be fill continued, ifthere 
be necefſity: for a Sermon” in the Carhedrall 2. and then rhe 
Biſhops Sermon will be ſnpe;flnous, though he would preach 

every Sundsy once, oo 
Now leriit be rakeninro conſideration, if-it be not alaviſh 
and ſuperfluoas reward,” to allow a Ziſhop wo of fthres 
: ChOous 


(6) - 
thouſands a year, forhispreaching, when as itis ſuperfluous: 
or if he ſhould prexcti fifty Sermons in a year,is not. two thou- 
iand a laviſhreward ? for he bath a thouſand pound for a Ser- 
mon it he preach but twice orthrice1n a year : or about fitty 
pounds, if the preach fifry Sermons ina year. Bur it will be 
laid. he Ruleth alſo, anſwer, but : HeRuleth partially, 2 He 
holeth ewo Offices inconliftent, 3 He uſurps, 4 Chriſt for- 
bad ir, and (o be deſerves no reward for Ruling, 

7. Yet furthers we ought by Gods word, to have Liber- 
ty of Coriſcience, as I have proved in my book of this Title, 2, 
che King our ef his gracious compaſſion to.tender Conſciences 
bath proffered ir, in his Declarations more then once ; now, 
hence ir follows, that the Office of juriſdiction in a Biſhop 
is ncedleſſe and ulſelefle, 

For firſt Biſhops were wont to petſccute and puniſh Con- 
{ciencious men for refufing the Crofſeand Sarplice, and tor 
working on the Popiſh Holidaies,&c.but if we have Liberty 
of Conſcience the learned Biſh.muſt ſpare his wicked perſecuri- 
on:there willbe no need of a Biſhops juriſdiction:2, There are 
many ccntroverſal! points about Religion in our Church, 
which being points diſputable, ought not to be puniſhr by the 
Biſhop, azI haveproved in my book of Liberty of Conſcience ; 
and therefore there is no need of a Biſhops juriſdiction « 3, 
For matter of Hereſie,being ic is only in fu ndamentals:& eve- 
ry thing about a fundamentall is nor fundamentall, but ſome- 
thing may bediſpucable; fauch points ſhould not be puniſhed 
by-the Ziſhop becauſe they are. diſputable, and therefore 
there isno need ofa Biſhops juriſdiaion: 4, IT holdno poinr 


for fundamepral,bur ſuch as is clearly-laiddownin Scripture : 7 
Now where will you find a Chriſtian to depyſach a point,and* © - 


cherefore.no needofa Biſhops juriſdiftionto puniſh it, 

© For ſuppoſe rhere be. fonnd one of $wouch Herericks in. 
our whole Kingdome; what necefſity"15:there for every Fi- 
ſhip in che Kingdome to have cwoorthree thouſandi@ year, 
topuniſh thatone Hererick who lives but; 1nche;Miec 


els of 


one Biſhop ? May notten or twelve Miniſters hezappoioted - 
for chisend.in every Dioceſs? and ſo.fave tharmony: So you 


Rilllee,it.is aaedletie tro. have a Biſhop uk 


(6) 
" $; Yet againe, being the Magifirate pnniſheth all matter 
of fa, as Adultery, Murther, Robbery, Drunkenneſſe, and 
many. others :There 1s no need at all for aBiſhops juriſdiion, 
ro puniſh Adn'itery with Excommunicatien 3 ſhall Adulrery 
berwice puviſhed? once by the Magiſtrate, and then again 
by the Biſhop ? ttas 1s double puniſhment for a fngle fin, 
whichis injultice ; wherefore a Biſhops juriſdiction is ſuper- 
fluous, _ | 

Bur it will be ſaid that Herefe is no matter of fa, but of 
opinion, and therefore'ths Biſhop muſt puniſh it : I anſwer, 


+ he Magiſtrare muſt puniſh it, nor che Hiſhop ; for the Biſhops 


deliver the Heretick over tothe Secular Power tor puniſh- 
ment ; wherefore juriſdi&tion is ſuperfinons in-a Biſhop, 

And forther-being the Magilirate puniſhes all manner of 
ſis, with a full and ſufficient puniſhment, ſuitable tothe de- 


merits ofthe fin, ir muſt be an ac of injuſtice in a Biſhop to - 


puniſh any with Excommunication afterward : ic is an actof 
juſtice in a Magiſtrate to puniſh fps, but ic is an a&of injuſtice 
and a finfull a&t10 a Biſhop to puniſh any 3 and therefore a Bi» 
ſbops juriſdiction is needlefſe, : 

9. A Biſhop will be a Magiſtrate in the Churcb;o puniſh 
ſcandalous fins, and yer hath bur one ſalve for every ſore, and 
bur one Laſt for every foot,the which is too big for ſome feer, 


. and coo littiefor many: He hath bur that one puniſhment of 


Excommunication for all manner of fins, for the leaſt and for 
the greateſt: Adultery, and Forvication, the one of theſe orea- 
ter, the other lefler, and che Biſhop pnniſherh-both alike with 


Excommunication: For a man tocommit Adultery, - and for. 


a Miniſter to retnſe the Croſſe and Surplice, or for people 


j=20 work-or 19-0pene” ſhop on aPopiſh-Holiday - though .. 
theſe latter be no fins, yer the Biſhop puniſheth all thele alike * 


with Excommunication; what abomimable injuſtice is this? 
Yer further is Excommunſtion a puniſhment greatenovgh 
forthe moſt horrid blaſphe@Fagainit God ? 7, Forgiſon ro. 
kill his Father, or a'Subje& to murther his King 3- 
rate hath yariery ofpuniſhments,. ſoine greater ſome lefler, . 
ſutablero.everyfinandtſinner;: and theretore it is. better. to 
pur the Office of authority and nrifdition, intorbe hinds of 


the Magiſtrate, then of a Biſhop, 


[+ 20, 1fa Biſhop exerciſe jnriſdiQion, he will be exceedivgly 
\- partiall and unjuſt inbis Office, 7” iſhig one or two fins,lets 
E ; | Fe YS ting; - 
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ting all others go ſcorfree : For the Biſhop inthe Conliſtory 
puniſheth Adultery and Fornication with Excommunication,. 
butlers go ſcotiree,the Thief, Muiderer, Traitor; rhe Swea- 
rer, and Perjuredperſon; the Drunkard, che diſobedient to 
Magiſtrates, Maſters,and Patents ; him that wonnds,ftrikes,or 
beats his neigbbour, defames him in his good vame, by (lan- 
derous words :him that breaks his neighboorsience,feeds his 
orafſe and deſtroyes his corn ; that frikes, and lames, or kils 
his horſe or other catrel;and very many mcre:Now are not all 
theſe fins, as well as Adultery and Fornication ?why ſhoulda 
Biſhop beſo partial and uncighteous,as for toExcommunicar 
for one or two fins, & not to Excommunicat for many other 
ſins? Is it not better therefore that the King and Parliament , 
pur all authority and juriſdiction, into the hands of the Magi- 
ſtrate, who is not pattiall, bur doth and can puniſh all 
ſins, then into the hands of a partiall Biſhop, who doth pn 
Diſh but two or three fins and finners ? 

Ii,Ifa Biſhop exerciſeth juriidi&ionhe ſhall hold two Ot- 
fices, Magiſtracy,and Miniſtry, which are inconſiſtent the one 
deſtroying the other : For ficlt, look upon all Miviſters in the 
Kingdome, who have Paſtorall Charges, and they will confeſs 
that chey find work enough to Rudy the fix daies againſt Sun. 
day, and then to Preach, co adminiſter the two Sacraments, 
to bury thedead, to viſit the fick, and to reconcile his pariſh- 
oners at variance : the Office of a Miniſtry alone, requireth 
the whole Man, 2. So doth the Office of Magiftracy in a Bi- 
ſhop, for he is to exerciſe juriſdiction overa thouſand Mini- 
ers and Towns :. And fo this is more then he can do alone ; 


for he muſt have his Chanceler, and I krow not how many 


Officets more to aſſilt him .: ſo you ſee therwo Offices of Ma- 
oifiracy and Miniſtry are inconſiſtent : becanſe each one re- 
quireth the whole man ; andto jumble them togetber,in the 
hands of one man, the one deliroyes the other, 

Theſe two great Ordinances and Officesof Magiſtracy and 
Miniſtry have ever beendiſtinct, the one in the hands of che 
Laiety, the otherin the hands ofthe Clergy, ſave where the 
Pope hath pur in his foot : It 15 a confulion of Qcder and Of- 
fice, for a Biſhop ta Rule and Preach both ; as it is for the. 
Lord-Chiefe-Juſtice, to Rule and Preach alſo. An A& was 
made 1640, In the raign of Charles the firſk, to diſinable Bi- 
fhopsfor ſitting 10.Pacliamenc: upon this ground,that Biſhops 
ovghc 


the Miniſtry, being of ſuch ereat in-poriance, rÞat it will rzke 
up the whole man: Now 1s not this re: ſon as firong againſt 
a Biſhops Juriſdition in our dayes, as it was inthe dayes of 
King Charles the ticlt ? Ic wos the Popethat introducted this 
confuſion of diftin& Offices, out of lacre, and gaine,and de- 
fire to domineer over the Laiety + He hatched or nujſed 
;,up this Monſier, this; Babe! of confuion 3 which , as 

there were two \uns in the Firmament,or two Kings in Exg- 
land, a Corporall King, and Spirituall King, or one King over 
the Commonyealth, and another King oter the Church : Is 
itnor better then to make the Ziſhop a Preacher only,and che 
Magiſtrate a Ruler over all ? For as you have een proved, 
whilt a Biſhop holds theſe two Offices of Preaching and Ru- 
ling,his Pceacbingas a Biſhop is. ſuperfluous, ind his Ruling 
as a Magiſtrate is {uperfluons alſo,unjuft and pxtiall, 

L2, If a Biſhop take his Commiſſion, to exer:ile juriſdicti- 
on, from the King, then his Authority is js Hmanym : and 
chen che King with his Parliament, may order biſhops at his 
wil and pleaſure 2 He may make ten or twenty Bihops in his 
Dioceſs, or every Minilter in his Town or Pariſha Biſhop ; 


| (8) 
ovght not to be entargled with juriſdiion : the Office. of 


in difficult cauſes to order ten or twelve Miniſters to deter« - 


mine ir.'2, The King may have all done freely without reward 


for he hath nader him. many Magiſtrates, as High-Sheriffs, Mas - 


jors, and Juſtices of the peace, who exerciſe juriflictionfree- 
ly withourreward ; and why ſhould a Biſhop require more 
for exerciſe juriſdiAion in the Church 2 Spirituall men ſhould 
be fartheſt oft trom defire of lacreand gaize, Nodonbr bur the 
King may find inevery Diocels Miniſters enough, who are 
grave, ſober, meek,learned and pions,-who will rakeup their 
Office without lucre,and gain. N 
Theſe things confidered,no doubt bur Biſhops will renounce 
's Humanvm, a Commiſſion from the King; and will have 
cheir Office to be jus Divinum from God +» bur againſt this I 
have already ſaid enough, yet for further ſatisfaction, I will 
in brief anſwer their Texts, 
1. They plead Peters two keies, the one for their juriſdicti- 
on: Anlw, The one may be the keie ro open heavens gateta 
the penitent - the other key, may beto lock out the impeni- 
rent : and (o there 1s not a third key for juriſdiction, 
2, They plead the vame Biſhop,ſuppoling more to be iv the 
| B 3 name 
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narre, chen in the thing : Anſw, r,The name Biſhop in Scrip- 
ture, is given to every Miniſter, ſee AF.20,17,28, choſe called 
' Elders, ver.1 7, are called Biſhops in the Greek texc,v. 28.ſce 
to che like parpole, Tir, r.5-7. and fee I Per,5.1,2+ it is Elders 
in 1.401 Biſhops in the Greek Text,o, 2, Secondly,the name 
Biſhop dorh not imploy any Lordly Snperiority, and d omi- 
neering juri(didtion,of one Minifter over another: This I de- 
ny, and multſee it proved, before lerant it : 3 Ir canfot be 
proved, for Chriſt forbad it, Mar.2o 85 and Pets 3, 

3 They plead the Honorable cicle of Angel given to Biſhops, 
Rev.2 1: Aniwer, 1 I may marvel! why Biſhops would cauſe 
the word to betran(lated Angel, rather then Meſſenger : for 
ſo it is tranſlated, L»yke'7 24; and [ames'2 25 befidethe word. - 
ſhould be tranſlated Angel, when it is underſtood of a Spirir, 
but not ſo when it is underſtood ofa man, as it is inthe text 
Rev.2 :: Bur 3iſhops in tho(e daies, being cock ſure;thar this 
hononrabletxie of Angell, muſt be applyed ro them, canſied 
the word to betranſlatedAngel,that fo theirexcellency might 
be admired mong the vulgar ſort, and ſothey were when a 
Ziſhopin tie Carhedral,fat in the chaire of State adorned with 
his Roche; and pure white Surplifle, and Launefleves, the 
' people did behold him as an Angell of Light : There is an 
Angell of Light, and Angell of darknefle, bur thoſe Biſhops 
were not Leht: For they gave no Light inthe Pulpit all che 
year long, unlefſe of Chrittmas day, Eafter day or Whit-Sun- 
day intheſotenoon: 2. The word being cranſlaced Mefſen- 
oer, as it cught to be, it doth not imploy any juriſdiction of 
one Mefſſ{znger or Preacher over an other; bur only a ſuper ex- 
cellency of gifts and ntrerance, as that he was the belt or chiefe 
Preacher or ſpeaker 3 like as Paul was called the chiet ſpea- - 
ker, A#.14.12, * 

4, They plead, Heb.13.17, Obey thoſethart have the 0- 
ver 6ght of you ; Anſw, Theres a Magiſtraticall obedience,and 
a Miniſterial obedience : Now this latter may be underſtood 
of obedience to the Faith, Row.,6,17,R99,10,16, Rom. 15.18, 
Heb,3,18.19, But it may not be underſtood of Magi(tracial 0+ 
bedience ; for-if ſo, the Clergy may hang and draw:whip,and 
brand men, 25, 

5 They pleadthe poſt{.ript, in 2.7im,4, Where itis (aid 
Timothy was Biſhop oof Epheſus ; andrhat in Tir, 3, Where 
K 15 ſaid, Ts was Biſhop ofCreet, Bur theſe poſtſcriprs come 
W: too 


10 
£00 late, todo Biſhops any good; for they are no Canonicall 
Scripture, but foitted into our Bibles of late: i have by me an 
old Bible printed a 126, years ago, and there is not any word 
of theſe two poliſcriprs ; belide the learneder Papiſts deny 
them, and ſay, ſomethings in poliicriprs are falſe : Why then 
ſhould learned Proteliant Biſhops own them ? 

6 When Biſhopsare beatenour of play by the S:riptnres, 
they flie. to, Antiquities, that Popilh plea, and plead the 
the Records of the Church, that there hith been Biſhops in 
the Church 1 500,years : Anſw 1 Ic ſeemes by what they 7ay, 
chat they find no ſuch record for aboye 10g, year after Chrift, 
when the Church was more pure: 2 Ofthi$; 500,years wher- 
of they boalt, many hundred years were Popiſh : 3 . Why do 
Biſhops, alleage the Records of the Chnjctilovg ſince Chriſt, 
would they have uspin our faith on humane-Hiftories, and 
make them equal to S:ripture ?and do not they know that a 
Church may erre?and thatthe Churches finceChrt have erred? 
4 The Hiſtories of the Church anciently, wil#tiount to no 
more then a tradition from onr Fathers and Elers ; now 
Chritt reproved the Scribes and Phariſees, for witking after 
the tradition of the Fathers and Elders, Mack 7.3,3,4,7.8. 
& St Panlwarnes ns to beware ofthe tradition of men, which 
are not after Chriſt,Co{,2 8, Now what are Biſhops but rra«- 
ditions of men,and the Fathers and Elders for many hundred 
years before us which traditionz are nor after {hrit ? for Bi- 
ſhops can ſhew no authority from Chriſt, bur fron onr fore- 
fathers, The Record for the Church 1500, years, ,areno 
better then Apocripha S:riptuces,which are not admicted of to 
prove any point of Divinity? 

But ſappoſe there were ſuch Scripture, to prove a Lord- 
ing Biſhop that may exerciſejuriſdiion,whatScripture have 
Biſhops to provean Archbiſhop,aDeane,a Chanccier &he reſt 
ofthem?theſe orders muſt needs be from thePope,as hatching, 
or nuring chem,for there is no Scripture for them :God'is nor 
their Father, bur the Pope or ſome other thing is their, Mo- 
ther : ſofarof my twelfr point. % 

13 This my 13. point ſhall be of gaine, of lawfull gaine ;1f 
theKing and Parliament won!d pnt all authority and juriſdii- 
on into the hands of the Magiftrace,, and take all juriſdiction 


from the Biſhop, the State may ſave ther three or fourgehon- ror 


ſand pounds a year, which now is waſtfully ſpent on Biſhops» 
G { | 4s 


—— 


for 


Cat 
3s:is proved in my laſt point, and ſo it ſhallbe again in four or 


five particulars : The which mony may better be added to the 
Crown lands, or apart of it yearly to ſnch Minifters as haye 
lirtle !i; ings, and a part to ſuch Cities and Towns that are 0- 
ver burdened with multitudes of many miterably poor,beyond 
the abilities of the richer ſort to relieve, who give four pence 
a week where need is of cigiteen. pence, | 

. But it will be ſaidthis is Sacriledge,and to rob the Church; 
Anſw., Torobthe Church ſayyou? 1, Though it be robbing, 
in a private man totake, yet it isnot ina Parliament, who may 
diſpoſe of all men goods: 2, A Parliament may without rob- 
bery orSacriledge,cakea part ofaBiſhops living.and of aMini. 


, ers tythe, as well as of the Laieties mony, for publike uſe; as 


in thecalc of ware p 

Again,I hope 26 Biſh,are not theChurchzbut the leaſt number 
ot.the Chu for there are many thouſands oiClergy men roo,be- 
ing membetsof theChur,and muſt go for a parc of the Chutch, 
and for the srcateſt part too: Now if the Parliament ſhall rake 
away Biſheps livings,they ſhall rake but from 26 men, to be- 


tow on hindreds of poor Clergy men 3 or oh many thouſands 


of the poor Laiety:God will have mercy rather then ſacrifice, 
Mat,12,7, God would rarher have the poor Clergy, and the 
Laiety provided for,then rich Biſhops, whoſe Office is ſnper- 


| Aluous, anc their great livings evilly beſtowed : If men would 


vpp2rtiall look into theſe, they might find it ſo, 
For as;heir Office as Miniiters, they donor ſay Service in 


their Cathedrals, but others .read for them 3 as for preaching 


in their cathedrall it is, and fill may be ſo,if the State pleaſe 
by a Combination ofMinilters,as for their office ofRulivg the 


- Chanceler in his Conſfiſtory.doth it for the Biſhop; and it may 
.aS well and better beidone by the Magiſtrate 3 for point of he- 


refie,: ©,v11 2:Minifters can judge as well as aBiſhop : ſo their 
office being ſuperflnous, to allow them 2000, or 3000 yearly 
is walted, for other men do their work for them ; me thinks 
therfore other men ſhou!d have their creat livings divided a- 
nw chem:bur it is inthe power ofa Pariiamenr,to amend all 
this, 

But it will be ſaid, if you take away Biſhops livings, you 
diſcountenance learning, and diſcourage young Students 
in the Univerſity : Anſwer, 1. None ſhall be diſconra- 
ved, but ſuch as'gape for aBiſhoptick 3 and as for mg > 

| ents 


- — C43) 
derits, they are unfit tobe Biſhops ; for St Parliaith, a Bis 
- ſhop 'mult not be covernous nor given to filthy lncre,r 794.3.3.and 
ſuch are they rhatfudy for learning, toobrain honour and gain by 
a Biſhopick 3 If ſuch men do not makenſe of their Biſhoprick when 
they baveit to get hovour and riches by it, they mult faileof the 
end of their fiadies: 2, Biſhops have been down in England neer 20 
years,and yer learning flouriſheth in theUnivetfities : 3,1n Scorlind, 
Hollandand other Countries, where there are no Biſhops, yet lear- 
ning floutiſheth' : It is the love of Got and learning, that-makes 
a profirable preacher, not the love of hynour and Jucre by a Biſho - 
rick. - 
, 14 [n this my 14. point, I ſhall propount four or fivethings more: 
to be confidered of. - 4 
L, For matrer of juriſdiction,the Biſhops Chanceler,who is a Lay- 
man may exerciſe this Authority in his Conſiftory as he doth, affilted 
with two orthree Miniſters 3 and then thereſhall be no need ofa 
Biſhop,; and why may not the Chanceler exercie this authority un- 
der the King, and forthe King as well as under the Biſhop, and for 
a Biſhop? Butifyon deſire to hold this authoritz, in the line of the _ 
| Clergy (till,then why may notevery miniſter in hispariſh doit?who 
will do it without reward from the: State, or whynor by a Combi- 
nation of 10, or 12.Miniſters, ruling over 10.0r 20, Towns. Fur I 
judge it belt, to bave this authority 10 the hands « the Magiſtrate , 
for he is in office exerciſing juri{diQtion alrezdy - Soityou take a- 
way a needlefſe Biſhop, the State may ſave threeor ſour thouſand: 
' pounds yearly for better uſe, _ : SN 7. : 

2, The Metropolitan or Archbiſhop.with other hferiour Biſhops 
do conſecrate,or make a new Biſhop:But why may mc cheKing con- 
ſecrate, and make a new Biſhop,if 1: b* neceſſary to fave Biſhops,as 

well as the Metropolitan? For 1, fure I am the King bans the fonn- 
| rain of all juriſdiftion in onr Kingdom, he hath more fehr.ro confer 
his authoriryand juriſdiftionto a new Biſhop then a Netropolitan 
| hath; doth not the King create and make rhe Lord chief-Juſtice.and 
other Judges,and High-Sheriffs, who exercile juritdition 2 2. Hoſes 
| did conſecrat Aro; and hisſons,E, 29 1 &c. Now'it Moſwdid con- 
| ſecrart the High-Prieft,may not our King conſecratan inferione B1- 
| ſhop ? 3.Our Biſhops conſecration is a firavge thing ro me; for our 
Archbiſhops being dead before rheſe times, whereis there a Metro- 
poliran to createa new Biſhop, -. 4: 15129315 
3-When a Biſhop was made miniſter he-was ordained nor to rule 
bur to preach; therfore'when he is ordained a Biſhop, ps to rule, 
: : | Mb 7 not: 
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Wing pt "or ©o preach ; unlefle he be ewice ordained ro preach, whichis abſurd, now te 
ER A c:n{ccrar or ordvine a Miniſters ade in State or Church, what-warrant is thee 

6-7 r Archbiſhopruro do it > doubt ly Chriſt forbad ir; Mit.2Hv 5426. : 

BY” - of They fay that Ordinarion and Jarifdiftion are rwo pats oba; Bahops office, and 

+ ri 6 roy 4 conferrerh rheſe-rwo upon 3 Bithop,at his conſecrationznow the: Archbiſhop haye 

"OM no right unto jvriſdicion in himfelf, how can he then give it roanorher 3'can/a 

£ ; pes nEgsxh:r 1 ever heard of an Archbiſhop, 

I bv of a Deane, anda Chancelergircam m_ the Popedom : This monſter was nur- 

. ſed of old in Rome,and thence ryfandlare into-the Chucch,of England ; an Archhi- 
ſhop draws into the Church a nulrirude of inferiour officers under him, every,#*.4 
onc having a yearly living as jauch as would maintain anablc Miniſter and;I 7 
waſtſully ipenc.for rhings miglt be bercer ordered; asro dilpofe of their livings 
for the poor Liiery and ro the/poor Clergy to mend their Hvings. 'I ſee not bur 

.that wemiy have Abbogs,und Carditfals;afwcll as Archbiſhops,jand a Pape over 

*all; rake irone of that; Hictaa( ,arlf cake in all ; rejectone,and reje& all and 
every one... _—_— ds LE L : 

4 Itis ſaid chit Seurepnd Chur have flouriihed,for many hundred years;un- 
(der and with the goverment of Biſhops : anfw. As for the State, ir flouriſhed as * 
1 well when we were Ppiſts, as fince 22.1 he Act in Charles the turit, and x7. yeare 

of his raign,complaineBiſhnps then.for intermedling with ſecular juriidictionz 
which occafoned grey miſchiecfe in Sraxe and Church, and theretore diſfinabled 
Biſhops to ſer in Parlament. As for the Church it hath flouriſhed many hundxed 
year ; bur it were wih Popery till a 100. years agone ; and fince it hath flouriſhr 
with Popiſh cerematics, and wirh' Biſhops perſecutions, for Crofle and Surplice ; 
for not obſerving nem, very many godly. and conſtant preachers, of honcſt lite 
.and conyerſaciongye been filenced,and their livings taken'away. / 

"5: 1 have before confured Biſhops authority; ro be jure Divino: and alfo ro be 
jure humiano ; Bur tha their is an occaſion which I have nor wrot of : For Biſhops 
perhaps will {ay, w; « laim nor Juriſdiftion from God, or from the King, but the 
.cxercile of it ; and we bave the Kings commiſhon to exerciſe our juriſdiction. : 
anſw.i.In M:t.20,/5,26:and 1. Pet.5. 2,”3, Cirit forbad his Apoſtles to ex- 
erciſe authoriry : 2 If your Commiſſion be trom the King,then he may give the 
hke Commiſſion p a Liy-man, as to a Magiſtrace > for the King is not bound. r9 
give Commiſſion/onlyto the Clergy : 3.The ofhce of preaching and ruling, as 
before I have proved,are-inconfiſtent we one deſtroying the orher,and thertore a 
Biſhop mutt noſtake or ſeek for a Comw' %on ro rule or exerciſe authority, ' 

Theſe thingy RayCTEeD proved :ga/n{t Biſhops juriſdiftion :;4. Thar Chriſt 

forbad ir; 2.1/3 anvafurparion of the Magiltr ates office : 3. He makes himſelfe a 
Pope: '4.'t 6 iO E ane 5.It canndt be proved by the Scripture ; 6.1f 
nat preach} 7.His ruling is ſuperfluans,unjuſtzand partiall: 8 St 
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he rules he © 
Paul warns y/ tobeware the traditions of men,which arenor after Chriſt,C9/.2.9, 


Such are Axhbithops, Deanes,Commilſaries,Chancelers,  &c, 9. Biſhops;do not 
own the Kizgsauthorityin marters Eccleſigſticall : 10% They rab rhe King of his 
ſupremacy... - . . ae £ 

Theſc tings you have ſeen proved,againſtthat other oHogst Biſhops, name- 
Iy preaching 33- Ifa Biſhop exerciſe Juciſdiction ; he muſt lay afide bis ordinati- . 
on to preach,and his office of preaching: 2.It is ſuperfluous for a Biſhop to preach 
aga Pegs hath been proved, Then how can a Biſhop defire 2.0r 3 thouſands 
a year;for his pains taken in che Churchz cannor this mony be better imployed. 

. BEltophilus Brabourn bumbly ſubmitting to the wiſdom of . 

8:4 this Honourable Parliament. 
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